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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors;
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Appointment of Principal Officers.

(d)

On October 8, 2004, we announced that Michael A. Friedman, MD has been elected
to our Board of Directors, effective as of October 7, 2004. There was no
arrangement or understanding pursuant to which Dr. Friedman was elected as a
director, and there are no related party transactions between us and Dr.
Friedman. Dr. Friedman will initially not serve as a member of any committee of
our Board of Directors. Dr. Friedman's term will expire at our annual meeting
in June 2005.

The press release issued on October 8, 2004 is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1
and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits.

99.1 Registrant's Press Release, dated October 8, 2004.

                                   SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                           RITE AID CORPORATION

Dated: October 8, 2004                     By: /s/Robert B. Sari
                                              ________________________________
                                           Name:  Robert B. Sari
                                           Title: Senior Vice President,
                                                  General Counsel and Secretary
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 99.1                    Registrant's Press Release dated October 8, 2004.
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