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1. Name and Address of Reporting Person 2. Issuer Name and Ticker or Trading 5. Relationship of Reporting Person(s) to
STASYSZEN RICHARD E Symbol Issuer
STAGE STORES INC [STGS] .
(Check all applicable)
(Last) (First) (Middle) 3. Date of Earliest Transaction
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Explanation of Responses:

*  If the form is filed by more than one reporting person, see Instruction 4(b)(v).

**  Intentional misstatements or omissions of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations. See 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 78ff(a).

) This sale was made pursuant to a pre-established, written plan for trading securities pursuant to Rule 10b5-1 adopted by the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934.

On August 24, 2001, the reporting person was granted stock options for 50,000 shares in three groupings with per share exercise prices of
$13.75, $15.00, and $16.25, respectively. The right to exercise these options vests over four years from August 24, 2001, with 25% of

(2) each grouping vesting at the end of each of the first four years following the date of grant, and will expire on the earlier of (i) sixty days
after the termination of the Officer's employment with the Company, or (ii) ten years from the date of grant. The stock options exercised
and reported on this Form 4 are a portion of that grant.

Note: File three copies of this Form, one of which must be manually signed. If space is insufficient, see Instruction 6 for procedure.

Potential persons who are to respond to the collection of information contained in this form are not required to respond unless the form displays
a currently valid OMB number.
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