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ITEM 9.  REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE

         In accordance with General Instruction B.2 of Form 8-K, the following
information will not be deemed "filed" for purposes of Section 18 of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, nor will it be deemed incorporated
by reference in any filing under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended.

         Representatives of Natural Resource Partners L.P. ("NRP") intend to
make a presentation to the West Virginia Coal Mining Institute and the West
Virginia Coal Association on May 10, 2003. The presentation will give an
overview of NRP, including its operations and other business information. Prior
to the meeting, interested parties may view the materials presented at the
meeting by visiting NRP's website at http://www.nrplp.com. NRP does not
undertake to update the information as posted on its website.

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf
by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
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                                       NATURAL RESOURCE PARTNERS L.P.
                                       (Registrant)

                                       By:  NRP (GP) LP
                                            its General Partner

                                       By:  GP Natural Resource Partners LLC
                                            its General Partner

                                            /s/ Charles H. Kerr
                                            -----------------------------------
                                            Charles H. Kerr
                                            Secretary

Dated: May 9, 2003
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