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Item 5.02  Departure of Directors and Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain
Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.

On September 14, 2011, Patrick L. McDonald resigned from his roles as President and Chief Executive Officer and as

a Director of Powell Industries, Inc. (the Company ).

The Company s Board of Directors (the Board ) has appointed Thomas W. Powell, the Company s Chairman of the

Board, as Chief Executive Officer and President, effective immediately. Mr. Powell, who is 71 years old, has served

as the Company s Chairman of the Board since 1984 and will continue this role. Mr. Powell also served as the

Company s President and Chief Executive Officer from 1984 through September 30, 2008. Mr. Powell will remain in

these positions as the Company s Chief Executive Officer and President until the Board, after an appropriate search,

appoints an outside third party to assume these positions.

Mr. Powell has over 40 years of experience in the manufacturing of equipment and systems for the management and

control of electrical energy and other critical processes. Mr. Powell has extensive relationships with suppliers and

customers and significant experience in operational management, product development and sales.

There are no family relationships between Mr. Powell and any director or executive officer of the Company.

A copy of the press release announcing Mr. Powell s appointment as Chief Executive Officer and President is

furnished herewith as Exhibit 99.1.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

(d) Exhibits

Exhibit
Number Description
99.1 Press Release dated September 15, 2011
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

POWELL INDUSTRIES, INC.

Date: September 15, 2011 By: /s/Don R. Madison
Don R. Madison
Executive Vice President
Chief Financial and Administrative
Officer
(Principal Accounting and Financial
Officer)



