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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20549

FORM 10-K

ý Annual Report Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

For the fiscal year ended December 31, 2009

or

o Transition Report Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

For the transition period from                                    to                                     
Commission File Number 001-11339

PROTECTIVE LIFE CORPORATION
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

DELAWARE
(State or other jurisdiction of
incorporation or organization)

95-2492236
(IRS Employer

Identification Number)

2801 HIGHWAY 280 SOUTH
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35223

(Address of principal executive offices and zip code)

Registrant's telephone number, including area code (205) 268-1000

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Title of each class Name of each exchange on which registered
Common Stock, $0.50 Par Value New York Stock Exchange

PLC Capital Trust III 7.5% Trust Originated Preferred Securities, including
the Guarantee of Protective Life Corporation

New York Stock Exchange

PLC Capital Trust IV 7.25% Trust Originated Preferred Securities, including
the Guarantee of Protective Life Corporation

New York Stock Exchange

PLC Capital Trust V 6.125% Trust Originated Preferred Securities, including
the Guarantee of Protective Life Corporation

New York Stock Exchange

7.25% Capital Securities New York Stock Exchange

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(g) of the Act: None

          Indicate by check mark if the registrant is a well-known seasoned issuer, as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act. Yes ý    No o
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          Indicate by check mark if the registrant is not required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act. Yes o    No ý

Note�Checking the box above will not relieve any registrant required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Exchange Act from their
obligations under those Sections.

          Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and (2) has been subject to such filing requirements
for the past 90 days. Yes ý    No o

          Indicate by check mark whether the registrant has submitted electronically and posted on its corporate Web site, if any, every Interactive Data File required
to be submitted and posted pursuant to Rule 405 of Regulation S-T (§232.405 of this chapter) during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the
registrant was required to submit and post such files). Yes ý    No o

          Indicate by check mark if disclosure of delinquent filers pursuant to Item 405 of Regulation S-K is not contained herein, and will not be contained, to the
best of registrant's knowledge, in definitive proxy or information statements incorporated by reference in Part III of this Form 10-K or any amendment to this
Form 10-K. ý

          Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, or a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting company. See
definition of "accelerated filer and large accelerated filer" in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):

Large accelerated filer ý Accelerated Filer o Non-accelerated filer o
(Do not check if a smaller

reporting company)

Smaller Reporting Company o

          Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a shell company (as defined in Rule 12b-2 of the Act). Yes o     No ý

          Aggregate market value of the registrant's voting common stock held by non-affiliates of the registrant as of June 30, 2009: $964,256,848

          Number of shares of Common Stock, $0.50 Par Value, outstanding as of February 24, 2010: 85,584,443

DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

          Portions of the Registrant's Proxy Statement prepared for the 2010 annual meeting of shareowners, pursuant to Regulation 14A, are incorporated by
reference into Part III of this Report.
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PART I

 Item 1.    Business

        Protective Life Corporation is a holding company with subsidiaries that provide financial services through the production, distribution, and
administration of insurance and investment products. Founded in 1907, Protective Life Insurance Company ("PLICO") is the Company's largest
operating subsidiary. Unless the context otherwise requires, "Company," "we," "us," or "our" refers to the consolidated group of Protective Life
Corporation and its subsidiaries.

        The Company operates several operating segments' each having a strategic focus. An operating segment is distinguished by products,
channels of distribution, and/or other strategic distinctions. The Company's operating segments are Life Marketing, Acquisitions, Annuities,
Stable Value Products, and Asset Protection. The Company has an additional segment referred to as
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