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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions:

¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 8.01 Other Events

On January 23, 2013, Wintrust Financial Corporation announced that the Company’s Board of Directors approved a
quarterly cash dividend of $0.10 per share of outstanding common stock. The dividend is payable on February 20,
2014 to shareholders of record as of February 6, 2014. The Company also announced that, subject to ongoing Board
of Director approval, future dividend payments will be made on a quarterly basis rather than its previous practice of
paying dividends on a semi-annual basis. On an annualized basis, this quarterly dividend payment represents an
increase of 122% over the 2013 annual dividend rate of $0.18 per share.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

Exhibit Description
99.1 Press Release dated January 23, 2014 (furnished with the SEC as part of this Form 8-K)

Signature
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

WINTRUST FINANCIAL CORPORATION
(Registrant)

By:/s/Lisa J. Pattis
Lisa J. Pattis
Executive Vice President, General Counsel & Corporate
Secretary

Date: January 23, 2014
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